
The Trail starts at the Pier. Go East 
along the seafront until you reach 
the Dome: 

1  Carl Seebold,  
(The Dome)

Responsible for the design and 
construction of this iconic Edwardian 
building. It is Grade II* listed. It opened 
in 1910/11 as a multi-entertainment 
centre including a roller skating rink. 
Now one of the UK’s oldest working 
cinemas. The blue plaque is on the 
wall in the outer lobby.

There are three plaques: King Edward VII 
(1841–1910) Stayed in 1907/8/9/10. 
Edward Knoblock (1874–1945) Playwright 
of ‘Kismet’ lived here 1917–1923. The 
Basque Children. In 1937 it provided 
sanctuary for 60 refugee children 
fleeing the destruction of Guernica 
during the Spanish Civil War.

From here looking East you can also 
see Splash Point swimming pool where 
plaque No. 5 is located at the front.

5  Angela Barnwell, 
(Splashpoint Swimming Pool) 

Swam for GB (Freestyle) at the 1952 
Olympics. Learned to swim in the sea at 
Worthing and trained at Heene Baths.

into Wyke Avenue. Follow the route 
on the map, exiting at Charlecotte 
Road, onto High Street. Diagonally 
opposite is Union Place. Plaque 
No. 6 is on the right halfway along at 
Amelia Court. 

Continue on past Steyne Gardens 
and across the road is Warnes. 

2  Warnes, Marine Parade: 

There are two blue plaques, one at 
each end: George Warne (1864–1916), 
an early motoring enthusiast who, 
in 1899, promoted his new hotel 
as The Motorist’s Mecca. Famous 
visitors included King Edward VII, 
King George V, Emperor Haille 
Selassie, Winston Churchill, General 
Montgomery, General Eisenhower and 
John Philip Sousa. This photo shows 

the original hotel which closed in 1985 
and burned down in 1987.

Continue along the seafront past 
the Eardley and Rowing Club and 
before Coast Cafe on the beach is the 
Lifeboat Memorial Stone. 

3  Lifeboat Memorial Stone

Placed on the beach by The Worthing 
Society to commemorate the 
lifeboatmen of Worthing who were 
stationed in the town over many years. 
They include the eleven crew who lost 
their lives in 1850 trying to rescue the 
Lalla Rookh, an East Indian trading ship. 

6  Dr. Frederick Dixon FRCS 
FGS (1799–1849)*

Moved to Worthing in 1827, into the 
newly built 3 Union Place. Founder of 
Worthing Dispensary (a forerunner to 
Worthing Hospital) where he was chief 
surgeon. The Dixon Ward at Worthing 
hospital is named after him. He was 
also a founder member of the Sussex 
Archaeological Society. Died aged 50 
from a water-borne disease. His funeral 
at St Paul’s was overflowing with 
mourners.

Continue past Connaught Theatre, an 
Art Deco building opened in 1933 and 
cross Chapel Road to St Paul’s. 

7  St Pauls (1812–2012), 
Chapel Road*

Designed by John Rebecca. Grade II* 
listed. The only church in Worthing 
built in the classical style. Originally 
the ‘Chapel of Ease’ catering only for 
wealthy residents and visitors as Pews 
were owned and places ‘sub-let’ for a 
fee ensuring that poorer people were 
excluded. This practice was ended in 
1890. A place of Anglican worship until 
1995 and now an events venue.

Ambrose Place was built between 1814 
and 1826 and is an outstanding example 
of Regency architecture, built by 
Ambrose Cartwright.

At the end of Ambrose Place turn left 
into Portland Road. Heading south 
walk down to Shelley Road. Turn left 
and continue along Shelley Road until 
you reach Liverpool Terrace and park 
area on your right

This terrace was completed in 1830 and 
commemorates Lord Liverpool, Prime 
Minister 1812–27. 
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Go past Coast Cafe and the Artist 
Studios to the splash pad. From 
here you can see Beach House. The 
plaques are mounted on the front.  
(A small optional detour is required 
to see plaques 4 and 5).

4  Beach House  
(Built in 1820), Brighton Road* 

One of the last surviving beachside 
villas of the Regency period. Designed 
by John Rebecca. It has Grade II* Listed 
status such is its national importance.

Cut up past the children’s play area, 
through the archway and turn right. 
At the top of Denton Gardens turn 
left into Brighton Road. After 100 
metres turn right using the crossing 

To the left of St Paul’s is Ambrose 
Place where you will find plaque 8, 
Harold Pinter, on the bow-fronted 
14 Ambrose Place on the right. 

8  Harold Pinter (1930–2008), 
14 Ambrose Place* 

Playwright, Actor and Director lived 
here from 1962–64. Whilst in Worthing 
wrote ‘The Homecoming’, which Peter 
Hall regarded as Pinter’s ‘greatest and 
biggest play’. He wrote many other 
plays and screenplays including ‘The 
French Lieutenant’s Woman’. In 2005 
he was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 
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A little bit about The 
Worthing Society

Formed in 1982

Our main aims focus on the Conservation and 
Protection of the architectural assets of Worthing and 
the surrounding area. We strive to stimulate interest 
and research into the Town’s history.

We act as a Watchdog for future developments – 
many buildings of historical and architectural value 
have already been demolished – the society was 
formed in order to safeguard our remaining heritage. 

Become a member of The Worthing Society.  
See joining details on our website.

Registered Charity 286899

www.worthingsociety.org.uk

Mrs Pat Baring standing outside Beach House, which she helped to 
save from demolition. A pioneering Conservationist and founder of 
The Worthing Civic Society, later The Worthing Society.
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Uncover Worthing’s historic 
past and explore the local 
area with a choice of six 
trails:

 The Blue Plaque Trail

 Worthing Town	  Cissbury Ring

 Pier, Parks & Seafront

 Highdown Gardens & Hill

 Tarring

At 11 Liverpool Terrace you will find 
plaque No. 9. 

9  Effie Methold, 
11 Liverpool Terrace

Founder member of Worthing Council 
of Social Service which provided health 
services to those in need many years 
before the advent of the NHS. It is now 
the charity GuildCare.

On a plinth opposite Liverpool 
Terrace you will find plaque No. 10. 
The Desert Quartet (the Frink Heads).

10  The Desert Quartet, 
Liverpool Terrace

Commissioned as part of the Montague 
Centre these four monumental male 
heads were sculpted by internationally 
acclaimed sculptor, the late Dame 
Elizabeth Frink and unveiled in 1990. 
They are made of bronze and are 
known as the ‘Frink Heads’. They have 
Grade II listed status as one of England’s 
finest sculptures.

From Liverpool Terrace walk South 
towards the sea to 12 Montague Place 
where on the right is a blue plaque 
to Sergeant Walter Harrold. 

11  Sergeant Walter Harrold, 
MM, 12 Montague Place

He was 18 when awarded the Military 
Medal for bravery while serving with 
The Royal Sussex Regiment. He was 
killed a few months later. 

when he was 20 years old. He lived at 
13 Montague Place. He died in 1966.

Turning back on yourself turn right 
into Montague Street then turn left 
into South Street. Turn right into 
Warwick Street where you will find 
plaque No. 13, Shelley, on the first 
floor wall at 23–25 on the left. 

13  Percy Shelley,  
23–25 Warwick St

One of the leading English romantic 
poets (1792–1822). He was radical in 
his poetry as well as in his political 
and social views. His contemporaries 
included Lord Byron and Mary Shelley, 
his wife, who wrote Frankenstein. His 
most well-known poems are probably 
‘Ozymandias’ and ‘To a Skylark’. His 
early works were printed at this site.

15  W. H. Hudson (1841–1922), 
8 Bedford Row*

Famous author, naturalist and 
ornithologist. Published many works 
on the English Countryside. In 1889, he 
was a founding member of The Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds. 
Stayed in Worthing in 1918 and lived 
here and at 14 Bedford Row.

The Trail ends.

*Additional leaflets can be found on 
The Worthing Society’s website: 
www.worthingsociety.org.uk

No. 15 can be found on the right. 
Bedford Row itself is a Regency 
Terrace built between 1803 and 
1806. It was one of the first streets 
in Worthing with bow-fronted 
architecture so typical of this period. 

Further on, turn right into Stanford 
Square for plaque No. 14, Jane Austen. 

14  Jane Austen (1775–1817)* 

Novelist stayed here at Stanford 
Cottage (now Pizza Express) from 18th 
September 1805 to the year end. Her 
final unfinished novel ‘Sanditon’ about 
an up-and-coming seaside resort in 
Sussex was based on her observations 
during her time in Worthing.

Return to Warwick Street, turn left 
and left again into Bedford Row. 
Don’t miss Bedford Hall on your 
right with its attractive Egyptian-
style windows.

The Worthing Society Heritage Trail

The Blue  
Plaque Trail
Worthing Town Centre

For more local inspiration and information, events, 
plus accommodation, shopping, eating and drinking & 
more . . .  timeforworthing.uk

© 2023 The Worthing Society @timeforworthing
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Next door outside No. 13 you will 
find a paving stone in honour of 
Montague Moore, VC.

12  Montague ‘Monty’ Moore, 
13 Montague Place

This paving stone commemorates 
the life of this WW1 soldier who 
was awarded the Victoria Cross for 
his bravery at the Battle of Ypres 

Bedford Hall

Registered Charity 286899

www.worthingsociety.org.uk

Introduction to  
The Worthing Society’s 
‘Blue Plaque Trail’

This walk takes you around the Blue Plaques that are 
located in and around our town centre, marking places 
and people of historical significance in Worthing.  
We do hope you enjoy it!

Duration: The trail is approximately 2 miles long and 
should take about an hour and a half to complete.

Terrain: The route is on paved ground and involves 
crossing the seafront, some smaller roads, some narrow 
pavements and park paths. Where possible, pedestrian 
crossings are used.

This trail was inspired by the work of our colleague, 
Barry Richards, in promoting the Blue Plaques. 

We hope you enjoy exploring Worthing’s rich 
heritage. For details of other trails in this series, plus 
more local area information: timeforworthing.uk

There are six trails in total:

 Worthing Town	  Cissbury Ring	  Tarring

 Pier, Parks and Seafront	  Highdown Gardens & Hill

 The Blue Plaque Trail

Walking is simple, free and one of the easiest 
ways to get more active, lose weight and become 
healthier. Walking briskly can help you build 
stamina, burn excess calories and make your 
heart healthier. Getting out in the open air and in 
nature has many health benefits for everyone.
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