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Conserving, Preserving

and
Safequarding our Heritage

Heritage Leaflet No:14

Carl Seebold &
The Dome Cinema

1873 - 1951 Openedin 1911

This is one of a series of leaflets being
produced by the Worthing Society
to accompany the plaques erected

throughout the Town
to commemorate notable people, buildings,

and events in the town’s history.

For more information about the Society

and its activities go to our Web Site at:

www.worthingsociety.org.uk

Reg. Charitv No. 286899


http://www.worthingsociety.org.uk/

CARL SEEBOLD
Carl Seebold was born in Zurich in 1873.

His father was a Rope manufacturer who fell on hard times
and turned to entertainment, playing the guitar and
singing to support a large family of 9 sons and 4 daughters.

Carl, a violinist became the leader of his
family’s Swiss band , the Chamounix
Orchestra, in 1897. The orchestra toured
widely in Europe and appeared in England at
The Crystal Palace, Queen’s Hall,and various
resorts including Worthing.

In October 1904 he settled in Worthing and became the
proprietor of the New Theatre Royal in Bath Place.

In 1909 He leased Bedford House and a parcel of land
Bedford Lawns which stretched down to the seafront. (He
was later to move out to 52 Richmond Road). He also
closed The Theatre for extensive refurbishment and
appointed local Worthing builder, Alfred Crouch, who
completed the work in record time and the theatre
reopened on December 29,

Seebold was then able to concentrate on his plans to
develop a multi - entertainment centre on the lawns of
Bedford House which became known as the Kursaal (a
german word meaning Cure Hall) and which was later
renamed The Dome. He commissioned Theophilus Allen to
design the building and it was built by local builder Alfred
Crouch.

On June 27" 1910 The Kursaal Pleasure Gardens opened
for the Summer Season and offered “high class al Fresco
entertainments”.

In 1924 , Seebold opened the Rivoli cinema and in
1926 he acquired the Picturedome, which, in 1931,
was to become the Connaught Theatre. In 1949 he
founded the Rivoli and Dome Ltd.

He died in 1951.

THE DOME CINEMA

The Kursaal opened on April 15, 1911 as part of the multi-
entertainment centre created by Carl Seebold.

Original Layout

Whilst roller skating and stage
performances were enjoyed
downstairs the new “Moving
Picture Shows” were soon on
offer upstairs in the Electric
Theatre.
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The Coronation Hall downstairs was mainly used for roller
skating and concerts, and reached from the stage at the
front of what is now Screen 1, all the way back to the box
office, with a capacity of over 1,000. The Electric Theatre
upstairs was opened on October 7, 1911, as the first
cinema for paying audiences in West Sussex.

During World War |, The Kursaal was renamed to the less
Germanic “Worthing Dome”, following a naming
competition in the local paper with a grand prize of £1.

Due to the growing popularity of cinema, extensive work
took place in 1921 to move the cinema downstairs. The
building was transformed, and the results can be seen on
the ground floor and in Screen 1 today.By the late 1930’s
Worthing was home to five cinemas.

Following Seebold’s death in 1951, Worthing Borough
Council purchased the building in 1969 with plans to
demolish it to make way for redevelopment even though
the cinema was still attracting large audiences.

This led to The Dome losing popularity, eventually falling
into disrepair. A planning application to develop the site of
the Dome and Bedford Row as a shopping centre was
submitted in the mid - 1980’s. This was fiercely resisted by
local residents and fortunately their support and that of
the Worthing Society and the newly formed Dome
Preservation Trust eventually led to the building being
given a Grade II* listing. The proposal for redevelopment
was withdrawn. The Council undertook esential repairs,
and indicated that they would sell the building to the
Dome Preservation Trust if their bid for a Heritage Lottery
Fund Grant was successful.

In the meantime they closed the Dome during Easter 1999
and in the autumn of 1999 they reliquished their
controversial 30 year ownership of the Dome. The building
had been closed for eight months , was filthy, and in need
of a complete makeover. The Council gave the Trust a
grant towards the remedial work.

The Dome underwent significant refurbishment works,
closing in late 2005. It reopened on 6 July 2007, showing
Shrek The Third and Fantastic Four. After becoming one of
the busiest two screen cinemas in England, The Dome
opened a third screen on 12 May 2018, with a fourth
screen planned to open early in 2022.

In 1987, director David Leland used The Dome as a central
location for the hit film ‘Wish You Were Here’, starring Emily Lloyd
and Tom Bell. Other locations in and around Worthing were used
with many locals appearing as extras.

We would like to register our thanks to Belle Stennett whose
book on the Dome provided much of the detail in this leaflet.



