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NEWSLETTER MARCH 2011

FORTHCOMING ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 26 APRIL 2011

Notice is hereby given that the 29th Annual General Meeting of The
Worthing Society will take place on Tuesday 26 April 2011 at 7pm in the
Worthing Library Lecture Theatre.

Nominations are invited for the following posts:-

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Honorary Secretary

Honorary Treasurer

Honorary Membership Secretary
Honorary Publicity Officer

Honorary Legal Consultant

Six Members of the Executive Committee

VVVYVYVVYY

All nominations supported by a seconder and with the approval of the nominee
should be sent, not later than 12 April 2011, to the Secretary, Natalie Cropper.

At the conclusion of the business meeting there will be a coffee break
followed by a not-to-be-missed talk by local historian:

Chris Hare on
‘Welfare and Warfare : Worthing in the 1930s
and 1940s’

Editor’s Note:

At the time of writing both the weather and the financial situation are casting a
shadow over my anticipation of spring. To cheer us all up | thought we could
have some fun by conducting a poll of members’ opinions of the best and worst
buildings in Worthing. On the back page of this Newsletter you will find a ballot
paper which gives you the opportunity to make your nominations which you can
send to me (or e-mail your nominations separately) or bring it along to the AGM.
Results of the ballot will be listed in the next Newsletter and all participants will
be entered into a prize draw.

Bill Geddes

57 Lansdowne Road

Worthing

BN11 5HB

01903 505 299

bill@gedleqg.plus.com

Subscriptions for the year 2011/12 will be £9 for a single person and £14 for joint membership. These
may be paid at the AGM or cheques can be sent to the Membership Secretary, Susan Miller.

Cheques to be made payable to The Worthing Society. Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
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THE WORTHING SOCIETY EVENTS FOR 2011

Tuesday 26th at 7:00pm AGM in the Worthing Library Lecture Theatre followed by lecture at
7:30pm Speaker: Chris Hare on ‘Welfare & Warfare : Worthing in the 1930s and 1940s’

Tuesday 24th a COACH OUTING to HUGHENDEN MANOR, High Wycombe, Bucks. Cost NT
members £18.50 non NT pay an extra £6.90 at door.
To book contact Social Secretary, Christine Roberts Tel:01903-700325

Saturday 18th SOUTH COAST CONFERENCE at St. Paul's Centre from 10am to 3pm. Ticket £15
inclusive of morning coffee and buffet lunch. Telephone Mascha Richards at 01903-214519 to book.
Further details in this Newsletter.

Saturday 25th to Saturday 9th July an EXHIBITION in Worthing Library of Worthing’s Blue Plaques.
For further details see the article in this Newsletter.

Sunday 24th a ‘WINE AND CHEESE OPEN HOUSE’ at BEACH HOUSE from 12-2 pm Tickets £5.
For tickets, for this event, please send a sae and cheque made payable to The Worthing Society to:
Mrs. Richards, 2 Beach House, Brighton Road, Worthing, BN11 2EJ

Friday 19th an OUTING - ‘THE OLYMPIC LONDON EXPLORER'. Ticket £36 inclusive of morning
coffee and roast lunch. For further details telephone Mascha Richards at 01903-214519
Or Click on following link: www.worthingsociety.org.uk/WS Olympic_Tour.pdf

Saturday 24th a COACH OUTING - a morning visit to THE PRIEST HOUSE, West Hoathly and in the
afternoon a visit to HAMMERWOOD PARK, East Grinstead
To book contact Social Secretary, Christine Roberts Tel:01903-700325

Tuesday 27th at 7:30pm QUARTERLY MEETING in the Worthing Library Lecture Theatre
Speaker: David Sumner on ‘The History of the Connaught Theatre’

Tuesday 22nd at 7:30pm QUARTERLY MEETING in the Worthing Library Lecture Theatre.
Speakers: Emily and The Hares — a collection of Sussex Songs and Readings

Saturday 10th John Rutter's CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CONCERT with the R.P.O. at the Royal
Albert Hall. For tickets telephone Mascha Richards 01903-214519. Price £36.

Please remember that prior to quarterly meetings Committee Members will be available from 7pm to
talk to members wishing to discuss matters of interest or concern.

Visitors/Guests are welcome to attend the lectures — fee £3

Don’t forget to look at our new website for the latest

news — www.worthingsociety.org.uk
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CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2010-2011

Many of the matters of concern to the Society in its constituted objectives return year after year.

West Durrington

This never goes away for long and another outline planning application is due. This will exclude the two fields
nearest Titnore Lane. The proposed residential development comprises about 700 little houses but no flats.
The fortunate may have views of the South Downs National Park, those less so will look at the blight that is
Tesco. The impact of the Superstore has justified all our objections and those of the nearby residents. The
density and layout of the little avenues, crescents and closes, mean you have to love your neighbour. The
need for these houses is one of the matters dealt with in Worthing Borough Council's Core Strategy.

WBC's Core Strategy.

David Sawers has led the Society's critiques of this document and attended five days of the Examination in
Public held last November. The Inspector's report on the soundness of the Document is due shortly. The
Society was the only outside organisation, other than interested parties, developers and land owners to be
represented at the hearings, yet this published document replaces the LDF and is a blueprint for Council policy
for years to come. It will be used to justify many decisions taken in the future.

Planning Matters
These always take up much Committee time.

e The Society was disappointed that Roffey Homes' appeal to demolish 42-44 West Parade was upheld.
The Inspector seemed to sweep aside the massed objections to this scheme — the only voice in favour at
the Inquiry was the appellant.

e The Society has misgivings about the approved design for the prime Beach Hotel site.

e The Aquarena turns out to be just an amenity pool — a big statement for ordinary facilities. The Society;
residents of Beach House and English Heritage continue to discuss with WBC the impact the structure will
have on the setting of listed Beach House and seek measures to meet our concerns.

e The Society maintains its overview of The Desert Quartet, Splash Point, Teville Gate, Union Place and
Montague Place. We have raised concerns at the increase in use of the business premises in Edinburgh
Cottages, Western Row and its impact on residents but with little success to date.

e The Connaught Theatre is now threatened with extinction. The future of all the Council-owned
entertainment facilities is being questioned. Your Society will be campaigning for the retention of the
Theatre.

e The formation of the special sub-committee to deal with detail of listing and conservation matters has been
successful and most worthwhile and | congratulate Ted Kennard and his team.

Tony Malone continues to represent us on the Planning User Group and, as Publicity Officer, advertises our
events and acts as main point of contact with the media.

We are members of the Worthing Heritage Alliance which is bidding for funding for conservation and historical
projects to promote Worthing as a destination.

The Society is affiliated with the Downsmen and the national organisations Civic Voice, The Victorian Society
and the 20™ Century Society.

As reported in the September Newsletter, we successfully bid for a Grassroots Grant to purchase digital
equipment and promotional material. We now have a projector, stand and screen together with software for
our Website. Our new Website (www.worthingsociety.org.uk) is on view due to the energy and efforts of Barry
Richards.
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Social Events and Quarterly Meetings

These have been successful. Christine Roberts arranged outings that were sell-outs, as was the tour of
Worthing Museum and Art Gallery. Wine and Cheese open house at Beach House was supported to capacity
and, again, thank you Barry and Mascha Richards for hosting the party.

Blue Plague
The plague to mark the occasion Jane Austen visited and stayed in Worthing has caused very favourable

comments. The staff at Pizza Express, which occupies Stanford Cottage, tell of many customers who have
come to Worthing to see the house. They feel on the tourist map. This is largely due to the publicity given to it
by the Jane Austen Society. We understand the Midland Branch plans to visit Worthing later this year, staying
at the Chatsworth Hotel on a tour organised by Janet Clarke, the Jane Austen Society member from Goring.

Subscriptions

Despite the modest rise in subscriptions to help mitigate increasing costs, | hope Members will stay with the
Society, particularly when they look at next year's Diary. The challenge to conserve what is left of the Town's
heritage and to influence ambitions for its future, despite the economic malaise, is as important as ever.

And, finally, | thank Members of the Society on behalf of the Executive Committee for their support and interest
and look forward to meeting you during the coming year.

My thanks also go to all the Officers and Members of the Executive Committee who continue to give so much
time voluntarily to the business of the Society and who continue to support an analogue Chairman in this
digital age!

pavid Sumner

CHAIRMAN

Under threat??
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A Report from Ted Kennard, Chairman on the Listings and Conservation Areas Sub-Committee.

In our September 2010 Newsletter Vice Chairman Tony Malone revealed that a Listings and Conservation
Areas Sub-Committee had been formed. It held its first meeting in May 2010 and has held a further eleven
meetings since then so that you will see that we have been quite busy!

It soon became apparent that there was much work to do and that it had to be done in a systematic manner.
Furthermore a closer relationship with the staff of English Heritage would probably enable our applications to
be processed expeditiously.

Various aspects of our work have been allocated to each member of the sub-committee who are at present
Tony Malone, Natalie Cropper, Sue Belton and Bill Geddes. These aspects include preparation of submissions
to English Heritage, inspecting buildings, photography, research, correspondence and liaison with the WBC
planning section.

Representatives of English Heritage were entertained to lunch at Beach House in September 2010 and then
taken on a tour of some of the buildings which may be candidates for listing as well as Marine Gardens and its
environs.

The listing of buildings of special architectural and historic interest is essential to protect and preserve our built
heritage. There are three grades of buildings prescribed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990. These are Grade |, Grade II* and Grade Il. The Dome Cinema is an example
of a Grade II* building. There is a further grade of Local Listed Buildings which have no statutory status but
nevertheless we will be helping the planning department to update and review this useful list. The Connaught
Theatre is an example of a locally listed building. We are also preparing a schedule of buildings which are
listed and at risk, being seriously dilapidated and possibly dangerous. An example of such a building is Castle
Goring.

There are twenty six Conservation Areas in the Borough of Worthing and to date we have discussed the
problems related to their administration with and have offered our help to James Appleton the Head of
Planning Regeneration and Wellbeing, to assist in reviewing them. This will of course be very time consuming
and we may be asking for help from members in due course.

A Report from Tony Malone Vice Chairman/Publicity on Blue Plaques Exhibition

The annual Worthing Society exhibition at Worthing Library is booked for 25" June for two weeks. | hope that
you will take the opportunity of calling in to take a look and it would be helpful if you could also spread the
word to friends and family. | shall be advertising the event to the wider public during the weeks preceding the
opening date.

My intention is to base the exhibition around the theme of the blue plaques that The Worthing Society has
erected over the years. People in general appear to like the plaques and, when resources permit, we would
like to put together a ‘blue plaque trail’ around the town. There is scope for heritage trails on other local
themes given, as ever, the money, time and people to work on such projects.

Whilst doing some preliminary research | realized that quite a few other plagues have been put up in Worthing
over the years — and some plaques have also been removed. These may also get a mention in the exhibition.

Getting new members to join continues to be like ‘getting blood from a stone’ so please encourage any of your

contacts to consider taking up membership. We need the people of Worthing behind us — and we need their
subscriptions to help our work in protecting the heritage of our town.

Don’t forget to look at our new website for the latest
news — www.worthingsociety.orqg.uk
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LIBRARY PLACE - HISTORIC TWITTEN UNDER THREAT

Library Place is a small cul-de-sac on the east side of the Dome discharging into Marine Parade. It is mainly
used at the present time by Stagecoach buses but it has a long history and is in fact part of one of the oldest
twittens in Worthing. It has been a public thoroughfare for at least two hundred years. The twitten (a
passageway today) extends from the north end of Library Place to Warwick Street.

We were told that there was a letter dated 4 September 2009 in the Worthing Library from a government
department stating that the Secretary of State was proposing to make an Order to STOP UP Library Place and
the twitten.

After investigation it was decided to oppose this Stopping Up Order because the Worthing Society was of the
opinion that this was quite unacceptable in view of the antiquity of this public thoroughfare, that it is in a
Conservation Area and that the land occupied by this street and twitten would in effect become part of the
Stagecoach property thus excluding the public from using it.

It was then learnt that the Worthing Borough Council had approved iron gates that would close off Library
Place and at the northern end of the twitten. We are informed by the Director of Planning that this approval
could be made before the Stopping Up Order was made. In our view this is quite unacceptable.

The gates were erected in 2010.

The Worthing Society is now looking for free legal advice as to the legality of closing this public thoroughfare.
Do we have a member who can help? If so please get in touch with Ted Kennard on 07792 476 364.

Library Place Twitten looking South (left) and North (right)
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Come April it will be 4 years since we moved to Worthing from Central London. It was not a sudden decision.

We took years deciding where we would spend the rest of our lives. We considered everywhere from Dover to
Dorsetand afterc DUHIXO FRQVLGHUDWLRQ ZH SOXPSHG IRU 36XQQ\" :RUWKLC
WRZQV 3RUGLQDULQHVYVY" 1RW D VHDVLGH WRZQ OLNH +DVWLQJV RU Ol
sea, but still with lots to do.

One of the clinchers forus ZDV WKH WRZQfV FHOHEUDWLRQ RI WKH WK $QQLYH!I
Worthing that day and found the whole place buzzing with life. The seafront was thronging with folks out

enjoying themselves, many dressed in WW2 costume. The party atmosphere presented the town as a lively,

fun place to be.

In December of 2006 we spotted a house, which met all our requirements and took the plunge; we had a new
hometown! After the move we were optimistic about our future and the future of Worthing. There was the
newly opened Dome, the Pier, lots of pubs and restaurants, decent shops and no less than three Theatres in
which to enjoy shows and concerts. Being Londoners we were used to having lots of places for entertainment
and Worthing offered a mini version of what we had become used to.

4 years down the line, how do things look? Not so good it must be said. Pubs, restaurants and shops have

closed. Some of the losses are no doubt due to financial difficulties, but could things be better if the town was

run with more flair and a vision for the future? The commonest complaint is Parking in the town centre, not a

ELJ LVVXH IRU PH EXW FHUWDLQO\ D IDFWRU LQ :RUWKLQJYV FXUUHQ
could be better run, but in the past few weeks one issue has arisen which far outstrips all else when it comes

WR :RUWKL Bal §ormd tnW how, the Council has been hinting about possible closure of one or more
entertainment venues. In early February, the Council Leader, was forced to concede that closures have

indeed been discussed as a possibility. Possible or probable? At the time of writing we are still in the dark.

The thought of Worthing without the Connaught is hard to swallow but the rumours are that the Assembly Hall

and Field Place facilities are also being looked at for the chop.

JURP WKH SHUVSHFWLYH RI 31HZFRPHUV"™ VXFK FORVXUHV VHHP WR EF
the town? A crumbling Bowling Alley, the Dome Cinema, which fails to play to its strengths and a Community

&HQWUH LQ 6W 3DXOTfV ZLWK QR FRPPXQLW\ HYHQWYV 21 FRXUVH WKH
KDYH FORVHG LQ WKH ODVW IHZ PRQWKY DQG QRZ ZH KDYH ORVW %U\

If the entertainment cuts go ahead, what would visitors do with their evenings, more crucially, why would

anyone wish to visit Worthing? We (my wife and |) are beginning to ask ourselves have we made the wrong

choice and will we shortly find ourselves in a ghost town? | have little doubt that we would not be here now if

ZH KDG YLVLWHG D WRZQ ZKLFK ZDV OLWWOH PRUH WKDQ D GRUPLWR
"RUWKLQJ" DV 360HHS\ :RUWKLQJ’ 21 FRXUVH WKLY QHHG QRW EH LI
maintains and strengthens the Entertainment Heritage which has been part of the town for over 100 years. |

urge all members of the Worthing Society to join the fight to retain our Theatres. If they are closed down, they
ZLOO EH ORVW IRUHYHU 'RQTW ORRN EillbF, Nrite @ tieRHedl& ahd jeiR QaNightfay \ R X
the future life of Worthing!

Sadly English Heritage have turned down our listing application for the Old Customs House












