***** LATEST NEWS *****

Susan Belton, Chairman

MAY 2018
National Gardens Scheme
The Society is very pleased to publicise the 35th year of the
opening of the Ambrose Place Back Gardens to the public on
Sunday 24 June. Over that time £100,000 has been raised
by Ambrose gardeners for the NGS charities. They hope to
welcome many members and friends of Worthing Society
and thank us for our support.
Hilary Leeves
13 Ambrose Place

APRIL 2018
Worthing Society Data Protection Policy
As you maybe aware the legal basis for holding and using personal information is now
being changed by "The General Data Protection Rgulations (European Union) and the
Data Protection Bill to give greater protection to personal data. This legislation is
currently going through Parliament and charities are required to issue all members with a
copy of their Privacy Policy.
Please go to the following link to see a copy of the Worthing Society Privacy Document for your
Reference:- Worthing Society Data Protection Policy
This document confirms the details we hold which are necessary to advise members about our work,
meetings and events. Our database only includes your name, address, phone number and email
address. We do not hold any financial details and will not disclose any information to third parties. All
the data is securely held and password protected. Members can ask for confirmation of the personal
details we have recorded and can request removal from our database at anytime.
I hope this information is helpful but if you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.
Regards,
Susan Belton.
Worthing Society Chairman

PUBLISHED IN THE WORTHING SOCIETY’S COLUMN IN THE APRIL
EDITION OF THE WORTHING JOURNAL:-

Blue Plaques
Blue plaques connect us to the past, they’re integral to the life of our town by reminding us of
those who once slept, ate and worked in our buildings.
Go to Stanford Square and you will see Jane Austen leaving her cottage, or wander down
Ambrose Place and imagine Harold Pinter hard at work writing his greatest play “The
Homecoming”.
Plaques are expensive, particularly if very durable materials are used to withstand our
coastal location. We are in touch with Worthing Borough Council about this problem to
ensure the long-term protection of these plaques which highlight our heritage.
Not all blue plaques were installed by us, and it is our and Worthing Borough’s hope to
combine all plaques into a more comprehensive trail. For now, you can access more
information about the blue plaques here:
http://www.worthingsociety.org.uk/WS_Blue_Plaque_Trail.pdf
http://openplaques.org/places/gb/areas/worthing/plaques
Meanwhile, we would like to invite you to our AGM at 7pm on 24th April 2018 in the Library
Lecture Theatre. Our guest speaker is Anthony Brook talking on Dr Frederick Dixon of
Worthing: Geologist, Archaeologist and Benefactor to the town. And yes, we gave him a blue
plaque, please visit our website to find out where: www.worthingsociety.org.uk
Jessica Gill

MARCH 2018
PUBLISHED IN THE WORTHING SOCIETY’S COLUMN IN THE MARCH
2018 EDITION OF THE WORTHING JOURNAL:-

Distinction In Buildings Award (DIBA)
These awards are organised by Worthing Borough Council to encourage high building
standards. Recently completed nominated buildings are judged by a panel, normally led by WBC’s Head
of Economic Growth and including the Council’s Design and Conservation Architect; 1 or 2 Councillors
plus a representative from each of The Worthing Society and The Conservation Area Advisory
Committee. Public nominations are also invited so this is your chance to make a nomination.
Categories of eligible nominations include recently completed residential developments or conversions;
restorations; shopfronts and schemes for disabled access. The judges discuss the entries and whittle
them down to a shortlist. They then tour the shortlisted entries making notes en route and
subsequently re-group to discuss their opinions until they reach agreement on which nominations are
worthy of an award. Representatives for each winning nomination are invited to the Town Hall for the
awards ceremony. Look for the plaques (not our blue plaques!) fixed to winning entries around
Worthing. For detailed information about the awards system and previous winning entries see the
Worthing Borough Council website www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/distinction-in-building-awards .
Tony Malone, President

JANUARY 2018
PUBLISHED IN THE WORTHING SOCIETY’S COLUMN IN THE FEBRUARY
2018 EDITION OF THE WORTHING JOURNAL:-

The Worthing Society holds four meetings a year in the Worthing Library
Lecture Theatre with a wide range of speakers.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday the 27th of February when the South Downs Film Makers
will be showing their award winning film “A Jewel in the Town”. We send out two
Newsletters a year and hold several social events and outings. In June we have our annual
“Strawberries and Cream” Tea in Beach House and in December we have an outing to the
Royal Albert Hall to see John Rutter’s Christmas Celebration Concert with the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Beach House is a Grade II* listed building , built in 1820 and designed by John Biagio
Rebecca who was also the architect of St. Pauls, Chapel Road in 1812 (listed Grade II*) and
Castle Goring in 1797 (listed Grade I).
Castle Goring was purchased by Lady Colin Campbell in 2014 , when it was in a very poor
state of repair. Thanks to her efforts it is now being
restored and she recently invited members of the
Worthing Society Committee to view the property. We
were very impressed with all the work she has done in
order to preserve the building.
Annual membership is Single £10, Joint £15. Guests /
Visitors £3. Excellent value !
At our next meeting on Feb 27th doors open at 7 pm when coffee/tea and biscuits will be
served.

All details can be found on our Web Site www.worthingsociety.org.uk
Hoping to meet and greet many of you this year.
Mascha Richards
Social Secretary / Treasurer
TWO IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS FROM WSCC and ADUR &
WORTHING COUNCIL(follow the links)

LATEST DRAWINGS – PUBLIC REALM PEDESTRIAN ROUTES ENHANCEMENT:-

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/10794/worthing_public_realm_oas.pdf

SEAFRONT INVESTMENT PLAN :-

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/media/media,147633,en.pdf

LISTED BUILDINGS
As many of you know those buildings or monuments regarded as important to our
national heritage have been given Listed Building status by Historic England, either
Grade I, Grade II* or Grade II. It is difficult these days to obtain a new listing as nearly all such
buildings have listed status already. In Worthing there are 212 listed buildings.
However you may not be aware that there are around 1500 “Locally Listed” properties in Worthing
on two lists held by the council. These are buildings that are important to our local heritage and have
some additional protection in planning policy. Historic England regards these local lists as
increasingly important. These can be found through the council planning website. The first is a
simple list compiled by the planning department and the second is a supplementary Local Interest
Study by Saville Jones commissioned by the council in 2002. The Worthing Society makes about 6
applications a year to add buildings to the council’s original local list. You may be unaware that your
property is Locally Listed or you may know of a property that should be added. If you are interested
in getting involved please get in touch.
Best Wishes for 2018.
David Clark, Publicity Officer

NOVEMBER 2017
MONTAGUE QUARTER
The following letter from Susan Belton was published in the Worthing Herald :The Worthing Society campaign to "Save the Trees" in the Montague Quarter
continues! You may recall the Society previously suggested the possibility of a "Tree Cafe" design
(www.worthingsociety.org.uk/WS_Save_Our_Trees.pdf) surrounding the trees as an attractive alternative
to the glass kiosk for Patisserie Valerie, which will necessitate felling these historic Sycamore trees.
We understand the developer, New River Retail Ltd responded to our proposal by stating that the
trees are causing structural damage to the surrounding buildings so need to be removed.
Enquiries at Worthing Borough Council confirmed that documents submitted as part of the
Planning Application in 2015 did not contain a "Subsidence Report" and the Arboricultural
Statement made no reference to damage by the tree roots. The Worthing Society wrote to the CEO of
New River several weeks ago inviting the company to share any new relevant information about
potential structural damage to neighbouring buildings but to date we are still awaiting a reply.
We therefore continue to urge the developer to STEP BACK from the decision to fell these muchloved urban trees and explore any means possible to retain them. I must add that the Worthing
Society welcome new business such as Patisserie Valerie to the town but considers
regeneration should complement the towns existing character. These sycamore trees are an
important part of the Montague Quarter which is within a conservation area.
Please don't let this be their last Christmas! If you care about saving these magnificent urban trees
have your say and please lobby your Local Councillor, MP or email New River Retail Ltd at
info@nrr.co.uk or write to postal address: 37 Maddox Street, London W1S 2PP. Email Patisserie
Valerie with your views at: headoffice@patisserieholdings.co.uk.

Re: AWDM/1518/17 22 LYNDHURST ROAD
Now that we have had a chance to study the complete plans and measurements in
detail The Worthing Society wishes to object to the aforementioned planning
application. We do not object to the principle of redeveloping this site but object to some features
of the proposed design.
The scheme does make an effort to fit in with its surroundings but taken overall the building is in
our view too dominant and takes insufficient account of the character of this Conservation Area. It
also fails to fit in sufficiently with the Locally Listed buildings along Lyndhurst Road, namely
Shelbourne Terrace, Alexandra Tavern, the St Johns Ambulance building and also Horton Court
which has a Distinction in Building award. The design should take close note of the guidance
given in the Farncombe Road Conservation Area Appraisal Document and national and local
planning policy. It does not go far enough. The proposal is a reasonable start but significant
changes are required to meet the design requirements for an area such as this.
Given the size of the site and the character of the Conservation Area the proposed building is
unduly assertive and bulky. Whilst the design stays within the building lines it pushes right up to
the limit on most sides, substantially in excess of the current footprint. Whilst it does not
significantly exceed the height of neighbouring buildings the height of 4 storeys is in excess of the
two storey and occasionally three storey buildings predominantly seen in this area, as outlined in
the Conservation Area Appraisal Document. The new development should therefore be a
maximum of 3 storeys high.
We are particularly concerned by the tower on the northwest corner which seems too large and a
rather inelegant addition to this end of the Conservation Area. It also appears to have a 5th floor at
the top containing an additional room or rooms for which there are no plans. Whilst the idea in the
Design and Access Statement to draw on the slenderness of the corner turret of the St John’s
Ambulance building may have merit the resulting 5 storey tower is far more bulky and
architecturally less pleasing.
The closeness of the proposed building to its neighbour in the South Western corner, where the gap
has been reduced from 21m to 6.9m at its narrowest point, also exacerbates the feeling of
overbearing impact and we are concerned about the effect on residents living in Horton Court.
The combination of pushing the boundaries in terms of both area and height and the inclusion of
the intrusive 5 storey corner tower make this building too dominant and not sufficiently
sympathetic to the interests of its neighbours, the character of the area or the buildings within it.
The materials proposed and window designs are by and large satisfactory. However the
Conservation Area Appraisal Document comments on the predominance of natural slate roofs in
this area and therefore we dislike the use of zinc for the exterior of the recessed 4th floor. The
building ought to respect the buildings in Lyndhurst Road as well as those in Farncombe Road so
the developer might consider render as well as brick for the facing material on this side.
We regret the proposed loss of trees. The Conservation Area Appraisal Document specifically
notes how "mature trees throughout the area create a pleasant setting for the buildings" and to cut
down a significant number is inappropriate, particularly the magnificent Holly tree (tree number 2
on the plans) which is the subject of a TPO. We would like to see this tree retained. This together
with the applicant’s plans for the planting of new native trees will help maintain the character of
the area.

We are concerned by vehicle access being onto Lyndhurst Road. This is a very busy east-west
highway with a bus route. Making a right hand turn out of the new development into Lyndhurst
Road will in our view be dangerous. The pavement along Lyndhurst Road is also heavily used by
pedestrians, particularly given its proximity to Worthing hospital, and having vehicle access across
the pavement will in our view create an unnecessary danger for those travelling on foot. We would
prefer the entrance/exit to be located on Farncombe Road and will await the views of West Sussex
County Council Highways Department.
The way in which the parking provision has been calculated in Appendix 8 is confusing. The
parking provision of 21 places for 30 flats is said to follow the WSCC calculator but the tables
shown are contradictory saying 1 place is needed per flat but that 25 flats need 17 spaces and 4
flats need 3. One space per flat should be the minimum with some spaces for visitors.
Although somewhat outside our remit we are also disappointed by the lack of affordable housing
and by the fact that this development is only available for those aged 55 and over. This would seem
an ideal site to attract people of all ages.
In terms of specific planning policy we suggest the proposed design contravenes Core Strategy
Policy 16; Saved Local Plan Policy CT3 and National Planning Policy Framework and Practice
Guidance as well as Saved Local Plan H18 on amenity.

TEVILLE GATE
For the Society’s initial response to the proposed development plan (see Nov 5) go to:

Click here for the Society’s response to the initial proposals

TEVILLE GATE
Have you heard about Station Square - the exciting vision for the site currently
known as Teville Gate?
Public consultation information:
•
•

Thursday 9 November, 6-9pm, The Denham Room, Sanditon Conference Centre, Worthing
College.
Friday 10 November, 4-8pm, The Gordon Room, Worthing Town Hall.

For people who cannot attend either event, an online survey will be available from Thursday 9 - Sunday 12
November. This will be available through the dedicated website - www.OurStationSquare.com.

Background information
Station Square will be a vibrant place for people to live their lives and where the best of city living will
come to the heart of Worthing. Beautiful apartments designed for modern living, a state of the art
supermarket, fabulous restaurants and a spacious gym for a healthier lifestyle, all wrapped in welcoming
architecture, will make Station Square the most desirable place to live on the South Coast.

The development will create jobs for the community as soon as the construction starts. It will also
contribute to the town’s economy and reputation as a place to live, work and relax.

Development information
•
•
•

Station Square will create up to 374 apartments. Around 40% will be available through the Private
Rental Sector and around 60% will be available for private sale
There will be studio, 1-bed and 2-bed apartments, ideal to meet the needs of young or growing
families
A number of well known brands are already committed to opening in Station Square as soon as
possible.
More detailed information about the development - including the latest images - will be available at
the public consultations. You may be interested in following the progress through the dedicated
website - www.OurStationSquare.com.

We are very grateful to Neil Hopkins (Communications Consultant for Station Square) for this information
on the proposals for the development of the Teville Gate Site.

OCTOBER 2017
MONTAGUE QUARTER
By now you will know that the owners of the Montague Quarter have signed a contract with Patisserie
Valerie whose restaurant will be situated in alarge Glass Kiosk. This will require the removal of the
three historic and much-loved Sycamore trees to accommodate the building of the kiosk.
Although keen to see regeneration and new business arrive in Worthing we sincerely feel the loss of these
important urban trees to be a step too far in terms of both the environmental damage and the effect on the
character of the area. New River do I understand propose to include new trees in the development but these will
take time to mature and will lack the presence of the exiting trees.
Before taking this irrevocable step we urge both New River Retail and Patisserie Valerie to consider alternative
options whereby the trees canb e saved. Although we are not surveyors or architects the Committee suggests that
one option may be a Tree Café whereby the trees can be incorporated into the Patisserie Valerie outlet. To
highlight thi suggestion, the Society has commissioned local Artist, Claire Perry to create an image of a large Tree
Café.(see www.worthingsociety.org.uk/WS_Save_Our_Trees.pdf) I think you will agree, the idea is both unusual
and imaginative. We hope the images will stimulate debate and encourage the developer to look at other options
and incorporate the trees into the overall layout of the area. Further restaurant space could be available in the
empty shop units.
If you want to SAVE THE TREES, ACT NOW to have your say and send your views via email to:
New River Retail: info@nrr.o.uk and for Patisserie Valerie: headoffice@patisserievalerie.co.uk
and contact your Local Councillor and MP. Let's hope our combined effortswill have a positive outcome!

www.worthingsociety.org.uk

